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FY 17 – U.S. Registered Rotorcraft Accidents
Cumulative Counts – 38 Accidents, 9 Fatal Accidents, 16 Fatalities

Same time period, previous FY:  48 Accidents, 6 Fatal Accidents, 14 Fatalities

Accident Operations Summary (Cumulative)
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5 6 6 3 15 3 38

1 2 0 1 4 1 9

2 3 0 2 8 1 16

Accidents:

Fatal:

Fatalities:

Accidents:

Fatal:

Fatalities:

Data Source: FAA, NTSB Databases.  Includes only events classified as accidents and does not include incidents.  The accident numbers for each 
month of the Fiscal Year may vary from the previous monthly briefing based on analysis between FAA and NTSB databases for the specified 
month.  The NTSB database may include accidents that were not reported to this office resulting in slightly different numbers.

Acronyms: HAA = Helicopter Air Ambulance, ENG = Electronic News Gathering, GA = General Aviation, GOM = Gulf of Mexico 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
O:\COSM\Accident Files\Monthly Accident BriefsCumulative Numbers:  From file “01 FY83 - FY2012 Data For Monthly Brief_April 2013 Revision.xlsx”.  Go to tab “Historical Data since 1983” to find last years numbers.Top Table:  From Accident Tracking System Home PageBottom Table:  Search Accident Tracking System using “Accident Type” = “Accident” and “Start Date” = 10/1/20XX to XX/31/20XX.  Export to Excel to filter data for each category.  It should generally match the table on the Accident Tracking System Home Page (there will be a few minor differences)
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Estimated U.S. Rotorcraft FATAL Accident Rate
(per 100,000 hours) – 10 Year Lookback

Rate calculation based on the following:
1)    Accident totals compiled by ASW-112.
2)    Historic rotorcraft flight hours extracted from General Aviation and Part 135 Activity Survey.  The survey  

categorizes flight hours by calendar year.  Assumption was that hours would be comparable if used for   
fiscal year calculations.

3) FY 11 rotorcraft flight hours and the  projected hours for FY 16  and FY 17 were based on the FAA’s FY2017-2037 forecast.
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Estimated U.S. Rotorcraft Accident Rate
(per 100,000 hours) – 10 Year Lookback

Rate calculation based on the following:
1)    Accident totals compiled by ASW-112.
2)    Historic rotorcraft flight hours extracted from General Aviation and Part 135 Activity Survey.  The survey  

categorizes flight hours by calendar year.  Assumption was that hours would be comparable if used for   
fiscal year calculations.

3) FY 11 rotorcraft flight hours and the  projected hours for FY 16 and FY 17 were based on the FAA’s FY2017-2037 forecast.



5Federal Aviation
Administration

Rotorcraft Directorate
ASW-112 Safety Management Group

U.S. Registered Rotorcraft 
Cumulative Accident Count:  FY15 - 17

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From file “01 FY83 - FY2012 Data For Monthly Brief_April 2013 Revision.xlsx”.  Go to tab “3 yr Cmltv Comparison”.  Right click in the body of the chart.  Click “Select Data”.  On the left side (Legend Entries), select the current FY, then select “Edit”.  Click on the box immediately to the right of the “Series values” field.  Include the month under study in the series values.
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U.S. Registered Rotorcraft 
13 Month Rolling Accident Count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From file “01 FY83 - FY2012 Data For Monthly Brief_April 2013 Revision.xlsx”.  Go to tab “13 month rolling”.  Right click in the body of the chart.  Click “Select Data”.  On the left side (Legend Entries), select the current FY, then select “Edit”.  Click on the box immediately to the right of the “Series values” field.  Include the month under study in the series values.
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U.S. Registered Rotorcraft 
Cumulative Fatal Accident Count:  FY15 - 17

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From file “01 FY83 - FY2012 Data For Monthly Brief_April 2013 Revision.xlsx”.  Go to tab “3 yr Cmltv Comparison”.  Right click in the body of the chart.  Click “Select Data”.  On the left side (Legend Entries), select the current FY, then select “Edit”.  Click on the box immediately to the right of the “Series values” field.  Include the month under study in the series values.
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% of U.S. Rotorcraft Accidents with a Fatality 
(FY17, Oct-Mar) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From file “01 FY83 - FY2012 Data For Monthly Brief_April 2013 Revision.xlsx”.  Go to tab “Fatal Acc as % of All Acc”.  Right click in the body of the chart.  Click “Select Data”.  On the left side (Legend Entries), select the only series shown, then select “Edit”.  Click on the box immediately to the right of the “Series values” field.  Select the current range of months needed to update the chart.
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U.S. Registered Rotorcraft 
Average Fatal Accidents Per Month, FY83-FY17

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From file “01 FY83 - FY2012 Data For Monthly Brief_April 2013 Revision.xlsx”.  Go to tab “3 yr Cmltv Comparison”.  Right click in the body of the chart.  Click “Select Data”.  On the left side (Legend Entries), select the current FY, then select “Edit”.  Click on the box immediately to the right of the “Series values” field.  Include the month under study in the series values.
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FY 17 – U.S. Registered Fatal Rotorcraft Accidents

3-14-17 – MDHI 369FF, N530KD, Chalmers, IN, Part 133, 1 Fatal
– Power line construction flight 
– Crashed while threading sock line through tower NTSB:  CEN17FA127

2-27-17 – Bell 407, N1371, Chauvin, LA, Part 91, 1 Fatal
– Had completed offshore passenger drop off (Part 135 flight) to oil platform
– Inbound for minor maintenance to engine cowl fastener NTSB:  CEN17FA112

2-15-17 – Bell 429, N598PB, Shreveport, LA, Part 91, 2 Fatal
– Night flight returning from Shreveport, LA to Center, TX
– IMC prevailed and no flight plan filed NTSB:  CEN17FA103

2-6-17 – Bell 206B, N978RH, 8 mi offshore Galveston, TX, Part 135, 1 Fatal, 2 Serious
– Night passenger flight returning from oil tanker in Galveston Bay
– Reported lights of Galveston in sight; impacted water NTSB:  CEN17FA100

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select “Reports” tab of Accident Tracking System.  Run for “USA” and “Non-US” for “Accident Type” = “Fatal”.  Tailor dialogue as needed.

https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20170314X72543&key=1
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20170228X30735&key=1
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20170215X50149&key=1
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20170207X10319&key=1
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FY 17 – U.S. Registered Fatal Rotorcraft Accidents

1-4-17 – Robinson R22, N702JJ, San Pedro, CA, Part 91, 2 Fatal
– Local photography flight of cruise ships
– Collided with water after making several orbits around a ship
– Came to rest upright in 18 feet of water NTSB:  WPR17FA047

11-16-16 – MDHI 369D, N81GG, Pukoo, HI, Part 91, 2 Fatal
– Night VFR Personal/Private flight from Oahu to private residence on Molokai
– Localized low visibility with heavy rain
– Crashed ½ mile from pilot’s private helipad NTSB:  WPR17FA021

10-6-16 – Fairchild Hiller FH 1100, N4035G, Lino Lakes, MN, Part 91, 2 Fatal
– Personal/Private flight, in-flight breakup
– Post crash fire NTSB:  CEN17FA012

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select “Reports” tab of Accident Tracking System.  Run for “USA” and “Non-US” for “Accident Type” = “Fatal”.  Tailor dialogue as needed.

https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20170105X41106&key=1
http://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20161116X00108&key=1
http://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20161006X22914&key=1&queryId=9dead64a-457c-49cf-90f3-cd34d683b4f7&pgno=1&pgsize=50
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FY 17 – U.S. Registered Fatal Rotorcraft Accidents Outside U.S.

2-7-17 – MDHI 600N, N245SE, Guatemala City, Guatemala, 4 Fatal
– Crashed at Guatemala City-La Aurora Airport NTSB:  CEN17WA102

11-19-16 – Agusta Westland A109AII, N109W, Varese, Italy, 1 Fatal, 2 Serious
– Crashed in mountainous area near Italian/Swiss border NTSB:  ERA17WA060

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select “Reports” tab of Accident Tracking System.  Run for “USA” and “Non-US” for “Accident Type” = “Fatal”.  Tailor dialogue as needed.

https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20161128X10058&key=1
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FY 17 – Total Accidents by Industry (Oct 2016-Mar 2017) 

Due to rounding each 
Industry percentage, the 
overall total may not equal 
100%.

Includes 2 public aircraft 
(1-Aerial Observation, 1-
Law Enforcement)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Search Accident Tracking System using “Accident Type” = “Accident” and “Start Date” = 10/1/20XX to XX/31/20XX.  Export to Excel to sort data by “ASW Industry” field.  Copy the “ASW Industry” column and paste it over the previous month’s column in the file, “2 Rotorcraft Accident Breakdown by Industry Segment FY10 to FY12.xls”The “All Accidents” summary is automatically calculated but will need to be sorted in ascending order when the new data is imported.  Once sorted, the pie chart should update.  If you see an industry is omitted from the pie chart, it was probably “0%” the previous month.  You may have to adjust the “Source Data” options in this case.The “Fatal Accident” summary is manually calculated, and there are usually few enough fatal accidents to just to a search then a tally for the affected industry segments.You will have to manually adjust the colors of the “Fatal Accident” chart to match the “All Accident” chart.The large color labels on this chart must all be manually updated each month.  They were created to increase visibility and readability of the data.
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FY 17 – Total FATAL Accidents by Industry (Oct 2016-Mar 2017) 

Due to rounding each 
Industry percentage, the 
overall total may not equal 
100%.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See notes from the “Total Accidents by Industry” slide
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FY 17 - US Rotorcraft Accidents By Model

*Fleet size based on analysis of rotorcraft on FAA registry as of Feb 2017

Only models that comprise at least 1% of U.S. registered rotorcraft are listed unless an accident has occurred.

MFR Model
Registered 

U.S.        
Fleet Size

Percentage of 
Total U.S. 

Fleet

Number of FY17 U.S. 
Registered Accidents

Percentage of                   
Total FY17 U.S. 

Registered Accidents
Airbus Helicopters AS350 (H125) 851 8% 1 3%

BK117 (H145) 176 2%  
EC120 (H120) 89 1%  
EC130 (H130) 214 2% 1 3%
EC135 (H135) 278 2% 1 3%
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FY 17 - US Rotorcraft Accidents By Model

*Fleet size based on analysis of rotorcraft on FAA registry as of Feb 2017

Only models that comprise at least 1% of U.S. registered rotorcraft are listed unless an accident has occurred.

MFR Model
Registered 

U.S.        
Fleet Size

Percentage of 
Total U.S. 

Fleet

Number of FY17 U.S. 
Registered Accidents

Percentage of                   
Total FY17 U.S. 

Registered Accidents
Bell 206Bs 1,007 9% 3 8%

206Ls 569 5% 1 3%
407 707 6% 1 3%
412 104 1%  
429 78 1% 1 3%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Search Accident Tracking System using “Accident Type” = “Accident” and “Start Date” = 10/1/20XX to XX/31/20XX.  Export to Excel to filter data by manufacturer and model.  Go to file “01 FY83 - FY2012 Data For Monthly Brief_Nov 2010 Revision.xls”.  Go to tab “Manufacturer” to update and COPY to PowerPoint using COPY, Paste Special using enhanced metafile option.
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FY 17 - US Rotorcraft Accidents By Model

*Fleet size based on analysis of rotorcraft on FAA registry as of Feb 2017

Only models that comprise at least 1% of U.S. registered rotorcraft are listed unless an accident has occurred.

MFR Model
Registered 

U.S.        
Fleet Size

Percentage of 
Total U.S. 

Fleet

Number of FY17 U.S. 
Registered Accidents

Percentage of                   
Total FY17 U.S. 

Registered Accidents
Robinson R-22 1,023 9% 10 26%

R-44 1,577 14% 6 16%
R-66 212 2%  



19Federal Aviation
Administration

Rotorcraft Directorate
ASW-112 Safety Management Group

FY 17 - US Rotorcraft Accidents By Model

*Fleet size based on analysis of rotorcraft on FAA registry as of Feb 2017

Only models that comprise at least 1% of U.S. registered rotorcraft are listed unless an accident has occurred.

MFR Model
Registered 

U.S.        
Fleet Size

Percentage of 
Total U.S. 

Fleet

Number of FY17 U.S. 
Registered Accidents

Percentage of                   
Total FY17 U.S. 

Registered Accidents
Sikorsky (Schweizer) 269/300/TH-55 600 5%  

S-76 203 2%  
S-92 79 1%  
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FY 17 - US Rotorcraft Accidents By Model

*Fleet size based on analysis of rotorcraft on FAA registry as of Feb 2017

Only models that comprise at least 1% of U.S. registered rotorcraft are listed unless an accident has occurred.

MFR Model
Registered 

U.S.        
Fleet Size

Percentage of 
Total U.S. 

Fleet

Number of FY17 U.S. 
Registered Accidents

Percentage of                   
Total FY17 U.S. 

Registered Accidents
Brantly B-2 82 1%  
Enstrom 280 100 1%  

480 60 1%  
F28 171 2%  

Fairchild Hiller FH-1100 21 < 1% 1 3%
Erickson S-64 24 < 1% 1 3%
Hiller UH-12/H-23 285 3% 1 3%
Leonardo A109 148 1% 1 3%
(formerly Agusta Westland) A119 80 1%  

AW139 111 1%  
MDHI 369 558 5% 4 11%

600N 26 < 1% 1 3%
Restricted Category (all TCs) HH-1/TH-1/UH-1 217 2% 1 3%

OH-58 111 1% 2 5%
Scott's Bell 47 608 5% 1 3%
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